Fragment of letter from Emily S. Harris to Leander Harris, undated by Harris, Emily S., c.1835-1866

Transcription:
[fragment letter from Emily to Leander]
papers gave for a reason that they 
were obliged to make it of black 
marble as the weather would 
spoil white. But then you need 
not be afraid to come home on 
account of my opinions, I shall 
love you as I told Julia I did her 
but did not love her politics, and 
and I am very certain I can never 
love yours. As to the democratic 
papers in New Hampshire I know 
but very little about them as I have
hardly looked in one this six months
As to my opinions I wasn’t aware 
I was beholden to any one for them 
I think I have received more from 
you than any one else, and I think
(as near as I can reccollect) that they 
are very near what yours used to be
I beleive I have the same opinion 
of the republican party that you 
used to have, from the "know-nothing" 
party down to last presidential election 

Transcription:
And I have seen nothing in this Admin-
istration to cause me to regard it in a 
more favorable light. And so if there 
is any fault in me in regard to this 
subject it must be the fault of being 
unchangeable
Perhaps you refer to the
talk I hear from my brothers, if so but
I can ^assure you that we do not agree at all
They stand on the same ground as the 
abolitionists. They think the Stats had 
a right to secede, and so does Greely, and 
so does Phillips, and the rest. And I hold
'But these are not considerd traitors.! 
They are good union men notwithstanding 
they have said "let the union slide" and 
all that. As a wife and mother I should 
say let them go rather than have so many 
precious lives lost but if I was a man I
should say they ought not to go and I should 
say fight rather than let them go, but I 
should say too have it done in a decent 
manner and in a way that would have 
the desired effect. But in this war all these 
precious lives have been wasted. The Administra-
tion have not tried to bring the States back 
They dont want them. It might have been 
done long ago but they had not made money 
enough out of it, and the abolitionists had 
not got their darling wish accomplished. 
"That’s what’s the matter" Now for fear you 
will be mortified with what I have 
written, I will wri take another half sheet
